WELCOME
The  New Zealand Paeony Paeony Society have put together this Information Package.

It is designed to be useful and informative for new or intending paeony growers.

We hope it will provide a starting point to furthering your knowledge of the paeony cut flower industry.
Planning is so important.
You can pick the best of the information offered and decide what is best for your situation.

Information given in this package is an introduction only.

Paeony Society members are keen to offer their time and knowledge to new members.

By joining The New Zealand Paeony Society, it will give you access to much more in depth information on the Paeony Industry.
To be part of the exciting future of the Paeony Industry and join The New Zealand Paeony Society.
WHAT DOES A PAEONY NEED?

Paeonies will grow in any good garden soil.
Paeonies need good shelter; a sunny well drained site;  plenty of winter frost to set the buds; and a weed free environment.
They are easily grown and very hardy and with a little care you will be well rewarded for your efforts.
Planting is best done in April/May.

Paeonies require plenty of room for root development as well as good air space for prevention of disease.
The most common problem is a grey mould called botrytis.  Regular spraying prevents this fungal disease which mainly occurs in wet seasons.  Spraying can also be effective for weed control.
It is imperative that we keep our clean green image overseas.

NZ Paeonies are a top market flower and must be of the highest quality.

WHO SELLS PAEONY TUBERS?

A number of New Zealand Paeony Society members grow tubers in commercial quantities and to the highest standards for sale, either as their primary business or in conjunction with their cutflower business. 
They meet regularly as part of the Registered Root Producer Group.  Many members of the group choose voluntarily to have an independent visual inspection of their plants done each year.  This is to ensure that the health of plants offered for sale remains high.
When investing in new tubers it makes good sense to purchase from growers dedicated to maintaining the highest standards of quality.

A list of Registered Root Producers is included in the membership list which is available to all NZPSoc. Members.

Catalogues are available from the individual growers on request.

WHAT SHOULD I PLANT?

It is important that your choice of paeony variety is what the market wants.
White varieties have remained the top choice.  Reds, pinks and corals are in much demand as are romantic pinks.  More yellow fashion tones are popular and some fragrant varieties will always be sought after.
A tuber planted as a 3-5 eye (buds) gets off to a good start but a 1-2 eye tuber, though having to wait a little longer for full production will still do well.
Starting off planting may seem daunting, especially when the time for any return from the flowers will be a few years away.  This can be a learning time to gain experience in the growing of paeonies as well as accumulating knowledge on harvesting, packaging and selling your flowers.
Paeony growing may be an appealing option if you are looking for something that is colourful, exciting, stimulating and has a profitable future.
PAEONIES:

WHY ARE WE SO EXCITED ABOUT THEIR FUTURE?
Growing paeonies whilst a relatively new industry in New Zealand is also a rapidly maturing industry.

Paeonies were developed in the 18th century as a garden flower.  Coming from the Northern Hemisphere, where the weather is extremely cold, the paeony has flourished in the temperate climates of New Zealand.
Most varieties grown in New Zealand are either the traditional varieties from Europe or newer varieties from the American cutflower market.

The New Zealand Paeony Society has been in the forefront in collecting production estimates for the future.  This is very important if we want to be part of the market development of our industry.
The New Zealand Paeony Society is a strong grower organization to which a high percentage of growers belong.

It is a young rapidly growing industry with excellent growth prospects.

The outlook is exciting.

As an industry we aim to ensure that the current strong demand stays ahead of production to achieve stable long term prices and grower profitability.
NEW ZEALAND PAEONY SOCIETY

WHO ARE WE?
The New Zealand Paeony Society was founded in 1989 and became an Incorporated Society in 1992.  It was formed to foster knowledge of paeonies and to participate in their growth, production and uses.
The Society has carried out many research projects including cultivation, planting, nutrition and many aspects of cut flower production for the benefit of their members.
The New Zealand Paeony Society consists of a President, Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer and Management Committee Members representing each region.
The Society maintains a close relationship with The New Zealand Flower Exporters Association, New Zealand Trade & Enterprise and other industry organizations.
WHO CAN BE MEMBERS?
Any person engaged or interested in peonies or relative fields.  Membership is by annual subscription/levy as a percentage of sales.

WHEN AND WHERE ARE MEETINGS HELD?
The Society holds a two day Annual Conference in July or August typically at a Christchurch venue but in 2016 it will be in Auckland.   This is a very informative and friendly conference where many guest speakers are invited to promote, educate and entertain members about current issues and new developments in the paeony industry.

Regional  Meetings are held about a month before the conference (contact details for a person from your region can be found in the contact section of our website http://www.nzpaeonies.co.nz) Field Days are held at least once a year in all regions and includes visits to one or more members properties in that region.

HOW CAN I BECOME A MEMBER?

Complete the Membership Application Form herewith and make payment of the joining fee to the NZ Paeony Society.

WHAT DO I GET FOR MY MEMBERSHIP?

The cost of joining The New Zealand Paeony Society is a one off joining fee of $200.00.
For this you get:

· Access to the Members’ Only Section on our website which includes: The Peony Growers Handbook . Topics covered in the Handbook include planting; nutrition; pests & diseases; organic weed management; use of agrichemicals; cool chain protocol; post harvest treatment; policy on root quality assurance and irrigation.
· Opportunity to attend the Annual Conference in July and enjoy meeting with other growers and learning from their experiences as well as being kept up to date on a wide range of industry matters.
·  Opportunity to raise industry issues of concern. 
· Opportunity to participate in promotional activities.

· Opportunity to use specially designed paeony boxes.

· Opportunity to attend Regional meetings and Field Days and discuss matters affecting growers in your region. 
· Copies of Annual Conference Report and minutes of the Annual General Meeting.

· Copies of minutes of Management Committee meetings.

· Opportunity to serve on the Management Committee.
NEW ZEALAND PAEONIES

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORMPRIVATE 

SURNAME/S:___________________________________________________________________
FIRST NAME/S:_________________________________________________________________
BUSINESS NAME:_________________________________               DATE_________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE NO:_______________FAX NO:_______________  EMAIL:______________________

MOBILE NO:​​​​______________

JOINING FEE - ALL MEMBERS   

There is a once-only charge of $200 to join the Society, payable with this application. 
SUBSCRIPTION/LEVY – COMMERCIAL MEMBERS      

There is a compulsory commodity levy in effect based on sales for members selling commercial quantities of cut flowers.  A copy of the levy is available on the society website.
I/WE hereby make application for membership of the New Zealand Paeony Society Incorporated. I/We agree to inclusion of my/our name in the list of members provided to all members.  
I/We will pay the $200.00 (incl.GST) joining fee to 


NZ Paeony Society Westpac 03-0960-0084248-00. Give your name and newmember as reference please.
On receipt of the payment you will receive a password for the members section of the website and be added to the mailing list.
SIGNED_________________________________________________
DATE_________________

PLEASE SEND APPLICATION TO: 

NZ Paeony Society Incorporated
8 Wellspring Place 

RD1

Motueka, 7196

New Zealand
